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TOTAL COMMITMENT

CHOOSING THE
RIGHT GLOVE

Gloves are produced from many
different materials, each with
specific properties for specific
applications. Following a full and
informed risk assessment the
correct glove choice can be made.

NOTE

* Gloves do not replace good hand washing

» Always wash your hands after removing your gloves
* Apply aqueous based hand creams only

» Always adhere to the infection control guidelines

GLOVE CHOICE

Is there a potential for
contact with
body fluids?

No need to wear gloves when for example:
* Routine bed making

» Bed bathing patients

* General detergent and water cleaning

(Hands must be decontaminated after each of these tasks)

» Handling notes

* Driving an ambulance

* Wheeling a patient to the ambulance
Handling bagged specimens

» Picking up dirty sterile supply boxes

Wheeling patients to theatre / X-ray

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER:

www.supplychain.nhs.uk

Is protection needed
from any chemicals?

Is there a sterile
surgical procedure
involved?

Latex Surgical Glove
* Theatres

 All Surgery

» Central line insertion
* Lumbar puncture

» Epidural

Is it likely there could
be contact with
blood / blood stained
body fluids / vaginal
secretions?

YES

Synthetic Nitrile
Surgical Glove
« if known

Latex allergy

Latex or Nitrile
Examination Glove

Contact with urine / faeces / broken
skin / mucous membranes / non blood
stained body fluids

Vinyl

Examination Glove

» Household gloves
for domestic
procedures

» Latex / Nitrile for
pharmaceutical /
chemical contact

NHS Supply Chain m

Sterile Examination
Glove

» Other areas

» All aseptic
procedures with
potential exposure to
blood / blood stained
body fluids / vaginal
secretions

* Non aseptic
procedures with
a high risk of
exposure to blood /
blood stained
body fluids

» Procedure involving
sharps

» Tasks where

manipulation is
involved

Sterile

Non-sterile

» Aseptic procedures
where contact with
urine / faeces / body
fluids with no visible
blood and/or mucous
membranes is
expected

» Short procedures
where contact with
urine / faeces /
body fluids with no
visible blood and/or
membranes
is expected
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